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Leo Kennedy, Great Grandson of Sergeant Kennedy who was murdered by Ned Kelly asks the question- 
Has the place of Sergeant Kennedy’s murder been re-discovered? 
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Ned Kelly murdered Sergeant Michael Kennedy somewhere near Stringy-Bark Creek north of Mansfield. 
Researchers and historians have argued for decades about exactly where the shooting in 1878 occurred. But while 
the status of Ned Kelly as a folk hero has risen to astronomical heights, the stories of the three dead police have 
largely been ignored.                  .                                              
 
Leo Kennedy is one of Sergeant Michael Kennedy’s many great grandchildren.                      
He journeys to Stringy-Bark Creek trying to fill in the gaps of an incomplete story, the murders of Lonigan, Scanlan 
and Kennedy by the Kelly Gang.  Some months ago Leo asked amateur Kelly historian Bill Denheld, to help him re-
locate the site where his Great Grandfather was murdered long ago, a spot some many hundreds of yards or more 
down the creek that was lost or never recorded properly.  Now Leo and Bill have narrowed down a likely spot where 
the body of the slain Sergeant was discovered in October 1878.   

After researching and trekking through scrub and blackberries the two men have ear-marked a potential spot of the 
Kennedy killing. They intend to seek out an archaeologist or university to assist with verification. It is hoped the bullet 
lead that killed Sergeant Kennedy will also be found by careful metal detecting the site. The images below (left) show 
the 1878 re- enactment of ‘where and how’ the body of Sergeant Kennedy was found. Image right, Great Grandson 
Leo Kennedy revisits the same area where his great grandfather was robbed of his life.                                                .   
                                                   .  

  
Burman photo courtesy Victorian Police Museum - The finding of Sergeant Kennedy’s body                                          
 
Despite feeling very uncomfortable there, Leo continues in the hope that Stringy-Bark Creek will one day be more 
victim family friendly.  This is very personal matter for the families of slain police. 



 
The story of Stringy-Bark is only partly presented now.  The places of the Lonigan and Scanlan killings at the Police 
campsite are located with a fair degree of certainty.  But the place of Sergeant Kennedy’s death after a running gun 
battle is not even posted.  The true sites of the shootings need to be properly sign posted.  Leo acknowledges that 
despite many years of effort by Bill Denheld to achieve that, it is still not resolved.  
 
It is imperative that the authorities get the locations right as many tens of thousands have already been spent on 
tourism improvements and many thousands of tourists and visitors are guided to the wrong site at Stringy Bark Creek 
every year!  
 
Leo seeks to have the sites proved or disproved.  He is not precious about it.  He just seeks the truth for a compelling 
reason – the families of the victims. 
  
He believes the killings on 26th October 1878 were a pivotal moment in Victoria’s history.  The date and the three 
places should be preserved, observed and respected, but presently the place of Kennedy’s slaying is not even 
pointed to.  For the families to come more to terms with their passing, and for that reason in particular, the Kennedy 
site needs to be properly identified and marked just as the other sites are marked (but presently also wrongly marked), 
and should be corrected for visiting tourists. . 
 
In Victoria, the Heritage Act 1995 protects all historical archaeological sites, and it is necessary to get approval from 
Heritage Victoria to allow the archaeological investigations. Any permit issued by Heritage Victoria will require that 
careful archaeological work takes place, and is recorded in detail. It is hoped local TV and film makers will record the 
work for the production for a very interesting documentary examining the Shingle Hut site where Ned Kelly said the 
Police party had camped and two police were killed. 
 
Leo Kennedy can be contacted on phone - ---- ----- ------, email -- -- ------ ------- - 
Anyone interested to volunteer can contact Bill Denheld on mobile -- --- --- ---- or email --- ---- ------ --- 
 
 

 
Above image: The scene where the Police party camped at SBC Oct 1878 and were ambushed from behind the little 
hill by the Kelly gang. This site was identified by Bill Denheld on the western bank of SBC, the site of two small huts in 
2002. Below, scene as depicted in the 2003 Universal Studios film ‘Ned Kelly’.    
 
 

 
Bird’s eye view showing current road, walking tracks and points of interest. High res images available 



 

 


